
“Bellaire High School Today” is a monthly newsletter serving the Bellaire High 
School community of parents, staff, faculty, and others interested in the activities of the 
school. It includes press releases for that month and other noteworthy news.  
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This issue highlights events that took place at the school during the months 
of November and December: 
  
 

·  Alhambra Ball 
·  Life Skills Holiday Party 
·  Girls’ Basketball 
·  Sea-Ark Luncheon 
·  Jerry Chen – Sports Hero Award nomination 
·  Orchestra members selected for All State 
·  NHS activities 
·  Holiday lunchtime performances 
·  Upromise – School Fundraising Program 
·  Coming this month:  BHS all-school musical in the Auditorium Theater:  Smokey 

Joe’s Cafe 
 

 
·  Alhambra Ball in AP World History 

 
The AP World History classes of Ms. Sperotto and Mr. Peek 
have two special projects each year, one in the fall and one in 
spring.  This fall the project was the Alhambra Ball, a special 
event designed to bring to life the political, literary, 
philosophical, and religious ideas of the Middle Ages.  Sperotto 
and Peek hold the Ball every three years to keep the idea fresh 
and to try out other projects during the intervening years. 

 
Ms. Sperotto becomes Walladah Bint 
Mustakfi, 11th century princess in the 
Spanish palace in Grenada, the 
Alhambra.  Mr. Peek is her demented yet doting father, the 
Caliph of Cordoba, Al-Mustakfi.  The research involved in 
preparing a character for the ball includes writing conversations 
with Walladah and other characters using an understanding of 
the backgrounds of each person, preparing appropriate gifts for 
Walladah, and creating a costume for the ball.   
 
The research skills taught by the project exemplify the level of 



work expected in the AP World History class.  The class prepares students for the AP 
World History exam in May.  Last year, 210 students took the exam with more than half 
earning scores of 4 or 5.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
·  Life Skills Holiday Party 
 

The Life Skills Class at Bellaire High School celebrated its Holiday Party December 8 
with dancing, karaoke, and a gift exchange.  Life Skills students from Westbury, Lee, Pin 
Oak, and Johnston attended the party.  Music was provided by the Bellaire Jazz Band and 
the Guitar students.  The National Honor Society provided face painting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Debra Thompson (center) of the Bellaire Life Skills program 
shares a holiday moment with BHS students Chandler 

Chmaitelle, Imelda Ortiz, and Frank Musemeche 
 

Santa Claus brings holiday greetings to a 
guest from Westbury High School 

 

Christina Lenert paints stars on a visitor 
from Westbury 

 

Ms. York had a long request list when she and 
Ms. Brener met with Santa Claus 

 



·  Girls’ Basketball 
 
Sports Illustrated (November 27 issue) listed BHS Cardinals as the #10 preseason girls' 
top basketball team in the nation. The magazine ranked the top 25 girls' teams in the U.S. 
The team's coach is Mike Kramer. The players are:  Ariel Sanchez, Jaci Jones, Jasmine 
Hartman, Tamara Torru, Tammara Marion, Annette Davis, Antionette Davis, Allie 
Feldman, Tiera Johnson, Taylor McGilbra, and Zoe Rogers. 
 

·  Sea-Ark Luncheon 
 
Students for Environmental Awareness & Animal 
Rights Knowledge (SEA-ARK) sponsored a 
vegetarian luncheon on November 17.  The purpose 
of the club is to promote awareness of 
environmental concerns, animal rights issues, and 
vegetarianism at Bellaire High School through 
communication, support, and projects.  
 
 
 

 
 

·  2006 George H. W. Bush/Kiwanis Sports Hero Award 

Jen-Hao (Jerry) Chen was one of three finalists for the 
2006 George H.W. Bush/Kiwanis Sports Hero Award. 
Jerry attended a gala dinner at the InterContinental 
Hotel and met former president Bush on Tuesday, 
November 14. 

The primary focus of the award is to honor student 
athletes’ involvement in their communities through 
volunteer and charitable work. Additionally, students 

Alex Wei, President of SEA-ARK 

Linh Nguyen performs at 
the luncheon Mr. Ed Grigassy, sponsor 



who are considered for the award must be on the football team and achieve high 
academic standards.  While a student from the Aldine district was ultimately named the 
winner of this year’s award, the finalist designation is a high honor.  The school is very 
proud of Jerry’s accomplishments.�  

 
·  All-State Orchestra 

Congratulations to BHS Orchestra members 
(clockwise from left) Andrew Nepomuceno, 
Jeremy Yang, Kaili Zhang, Hope Lee, and 
Dennis Qian,  who won seats in the All State 
Symphony and Philharmonic Orchestras during 
judging held in November.  These five violinists 
will represent Bellaire High School in rehearsals 
and performances at the Texas Music Educators 
Association convention in San Antonio 
February 14 – 17, 2007.  Special congratulations 
to junior Dennis Qian (center) whose CD entry 
ranked number 3 in the state. 

 
·  NHS activities 
 

For the 22nd consecutive year, the National Honor Society at Bellaire High School 
planned, prepared, and served Thanksgiving dinner to the Senior Citizens at West U 
Community Center.  Merchants in the neighborhood donated food items for the meal and 
for door prizes. The menu was traditional turkey with all of the trimmings.  Students and 
their own families prepared much of the food, working around their own holiday 
celebration plans. NHS choir members and strings players entertained the guests.  The 
Honor Society students deliver food to some of the members of the senior group who can 
not attend and also pick up and take home some of the members who do not drive.  West 
U Senior Services coordinates the activities. 
 
The BHS National Honor Society was presented a Star Award at the December West 
University City Council meeting by Mayor Burt Ballanfant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



·  Holiday lunchtime performances 
 
The Honors Orchestra performed 
holiday tunes November 29 in the 
courtyard under balmy conditions.  They 
also sponsored a successful bakesale.  

 
 
The next day, the weather changed, and the jazz 
band braved a stiff, cold wind to entertain an 
enthusiastic audience during lunch. 
 
 

 
The guitar classes of Chris Robbins filled the foyer with holiday cheer December 8.  
Their concert was taped by HISD News Today. 

 
·  Upromise – Reminder 

 Upromise Schools is a national program that enables a student’s friends and 
relatives to contribute to the student’s school and college fund no matter 
where in America they live.  Enrollment is fast, simple, and just a mouse-click 

away.  To sign up, go to www.Upromise.com/schools and start earning rewards for the 
school and student of your choice. 



Details about the Upromise program are available online, or call the school’s program 
coordinator, Donna Littlejohn, at 713-295-3720. 
 

 
COMING NEXT MONTH TO THE AUDITORIUM 
THEATRE :  BHS will present the all-school musical, SMOKEY 
JOE’s CAFÉ Jan, 24-27 in the auditorium.    Music of the Drifters, 

Coasters, Elvis, Patti La Belle, Brenda Lee, etc.  Tickets are $15.00 reserved seats, $10 
for adults and $7 for students.  Students may purchase advance tickets for $5. Wonderful 
music, singing and dancing and great entertainment for the entire family. This production 
is a collaboration of Drama, Choir and Band students. 
 
 
Subscription information:  If you are a parent or community member and wish to receive 
“Bellaire High School Today” directly to your computer, please send an e-mail to 
Nancy Brown at nbrown6@houstonisd.org with Subscribe newsletter in the subject line.   


