“Bellaire High School Todayis a monthly newsletter serving the Bellaire High
School community of parents, staff, faculty, anldeos interested in the activities of the
school. It includes press releases for that monthather noteworthy news.
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HISD Press Conference at Bellaire: More HISD sttslane taking
and passing AP courses

Creating a college-bound culture throughout HISB major goal for the current HISD
Board of Education and Superintendent Dr. Abe Séravé\P courses are an important
indicator of a school's focus on post-secondarygaiion. Wednesday, November 1,
HISD held a press conference at Bellaire High Sttmannounce that more students are
taking AP courses, and more are achieving scor8sotigher, considered "passing" to
some institutions of higher learning.

Dr. Saavedra chose Bellaire for the
announcement, because 801 BHS
students sat for 2081 exams in 2006,
and they received scores of 3, 4, or 5
on 87% of those exams, or 1805, the
most of any HISD school. Parents
Durwin Sharp and Liz Kuntz spoke
at the press conference about the
importance of AP level classes.



Three students - Hope Carter, Andrea Mai-Tran,
and Jose Zuniga - described their reasons for
choosing the AP classroom experience. Teacher
Chris Peek talked about expectations in AP
classes, and Principal Tim Salem discussed the
college-bound culture of Bellaire High School
students.

Cardinals capture seventh consecutive distriet titl

For the seventh year in a row, the
Bellaire Cardinals are the district
20-5A Volleyball Champions. It
is believed that the seventh
consecutive district title is an
HISD record; however, HISD
officials could not confirm. The
undefeated Girls Varsity
Volleyball team advanced to the
Region playoffs where they made
it to the second round.

The future looks bright for Bellaire as their J\hmoleted the season without losing a
match in or out of district with an overall recatl25-0. The Freshman team ended the
season tied with Westside for First Place. Thaaokbe hard work of the coaches: Ap
Clarke (Varsity), Bobbi Evans (Junior Varsity), a@dra Grossman (Freshman) and to
the dedication and hard work of the student athlete



DECA Officers selected at Bellaire High School

DECA is an association of marketing
students that provides opportunities for
its members to explore career options,

gain real-world experience, and take on

leadership roles in future marketing,
management, and entrepreneurship
careers. Bellaire’s DECA organization
recently installed its officers for 2006 —
2007. Front row (I-r): Danielle
Gonzalez, President; Madeline Profilet,
VP; Joseph Abbey, Store Manager.
Back row (I —r): Sean Murphy, Sgt-at-
arms; Anum Naveed, Parliamentarian;
Wayne Davis, Treasurer; Kevin Gibbs,
Photographer; Cindy Mejia, Secretary.

Bellaire High School marketing students benefitbfrcommunity

business partnerships

Mr. James Orr, Vice President of
Operations at Prosperity Bellaire
Banking Center teaches a program
entitled “Money Smart” to marketing
students of Ms. Alice McKinney. For
several years, Mr. Orr has taught the six-
week program in which students study
the many aspects of saving, spending,
investing, and borrowing money.
“Money Smart” was developed by the
FDIC to help college seniors and adults
become better money managers. The

student who earns the highest score on the tés¢ &nd of the six weeks receives a $100

Savings Bond.

Target Red Cards

A Target Red Card is a Target Visa or Target
Card which can be used to raise funds for the

school. Target donates up to 1% of the
amount of each purchase made back to the

school in the form of a check donation



through the Target Take Charge of Education programfind out more about the
program, or to enroll, go tdéarget.com/tcoeand type irBellaire High School Target
also offers grants, scholarships, and special ¢duned programs through its website.

Since the program began, Bellaire has earned $8880
Target. Currently, there are 257 Red Card holdéis
have designated Bellaire. The funds are much
appreciated. Last month, Target manager Chad Zined
presented Bellaire High School with a check for488
from the Red Card program at the DECA Installabdn
Officers ceremony.

Mr. Zineda supervises Bellaire High School junidrdna
Martinez, who has worked as a co-op student atekdog
two years.

Student athletes sign Letters of Intent

Six Bellaire High School seniors, four Varsity blagk and two Varsity girls’ basketball,
signed National Letters of Intent with colleged lasek. Clockwise from left: Relly
Mercurio (Texas Christian University), Andrew Modiale), Sean Lamont
(Georgetown), Matt West (Arizona State Universiiel Sanchez (West Texas Junior
College), and Antoinette Davis

(Stephen F. Austin University).

Andrew, Sean, and Matt have
been playing baseball together
since the age of eight when
they were in Westbury Little
League.

Band Members selected for Region Orchestra

Three Bellaire High School band
members qualified for the Region 23
Orchestras. This has been very
difficult to accomplish because of

the few seats open for brass and
woodwinds in the orchestras. In the
Symphony Orchestra, Peter Dagher
made first chair trumpet, and George
Fan earned the second chair bassoon



seat. In the Philharmonic orchestra, Han Jiang theKirst chair flute position. Dagher
and Fan are eligible to audition for All State Ggstra.

Band Marches in UIL Contest

Bellaire was one of only four HISD schools to
compete in the Region 23 UIL competition on
October 24. We are very proud of their
achievements and acknowledge all the hours of
sweat and effort they have put in.

Breast Cancer Awareness Day

Breast Cancer Awareness Day was recognized at BH3ctober 25 with free food,
information regarding the fight against breast eapand performances by the eMotion
dancers and independent bands.



Senior Andrew Nepomucen(), one of the event Free food and useful information added to the

organizers, with Dr. Kathryn Brown, the event popularity of the event
Faculty Sponsor

Upromise — the painless school fundraiser

Upromise Schools is a national program that enabkisdent’s
friends and relatives to contribute to the studesthool and
college fund no matter where in America they liEnroliment is
fast, simple, and just a mouse-click away. To signgo to
www.Upromise.com/schooknd start earning rewards for the
school and student of your choice.

Families are being encouraged by Dr. Saavedra &80 kb participate in Upromise
because it is a fundraising system that is “simipkglved no selling and no cost to
schools, didn’t require school personnel to spelad af time on fundraising, didn’t
interfere with other school fundraising activitiesid wasn’t unsafe, unhealthful, or a
burden on parents.” Quite a tall order!

The system works when you register your grocergs;arredit, and/or debit cards online
with Upromise. Officials stress the safety of #hered information. Upromise is owned
by Sallie Ma&, the nation's leading provider of student loarts asministrator of

college savings plans.

The school earns $3.00 for each family that signghen the funds accrue automatically
when the grocery or credit cards are used. Predust for Upromise, not the stores.
Details about the program are available onlinesadirthe school’s program coordinator,
Donna Littlejohn, at 713-295-3720.



COMING THIS MONTH TO THE BLACK BOX THEATRE : “In One
Bed... and Out the OtherNovember 28, 29 and 30 at 7 p.m. each evenirgsuBe to
mark your calendars, and watch the website forildeta

Credits: Thanks to Band parent Shelly Gray-Gana for bdratqs and Volleyball
parent Carlos Febles for his volleyball shots aiscchntribution to this newsletter. You
can read more of his volleyball coveragé&@p://www.feconinc.net/BHS-Main.htm

Subscription information: If you are a parent or community member and wasteceive
“Bellaire High School Today” directly to your computer, please send an e-mail to
Nancy Brown ahbrown6@houstonisd.omgith Subscribe newslettén the subject line.




