“Bellaire High School Todayis a monthly newsletter serving the Bellaire High
School community of parents, staff, faculty, anldeos interested in the activities of thg
school. It includes press releases for that monthather noteworthy news.
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Diwali, Festival of Lights

German Luncheon
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Principal for a Day: Mr. Larry Blackerby

2007 NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS and COMMENDED
SCHOLARS

The National Merit Scholarship Program has recagpgh&z2 Bellaire High School
students as semifinalists in the 2007 National M&cholarship Competition.
Semifinalists are the highest scoring entrantatchestate on the 2005 PSAT
(Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifg Test) and represent less than
one percent of the nation’s seniors. Last yeaB@llaire students attained the rank of
semifinalist.

The 52 semifinalists were among nearly 16,000 stisdeamed by officials of the
National Merit Scholarship Corporation nationaljore than 1.4 million juniors in
almost 21,000 high schools entered the 2007 NdtMe&t Program. These seniors may
now compete for around 8,200 Merit Scholarship aw&aworth $33 million, that will be
offered next spring.

The PSAT will be offered to sophomores and juntbis year on October 18.
Sophomores at HISD schools may take the testéex. fiNational Merit Semifinalists are
selected only from juniors taking the test. Th&P$ considered a preparatory step in
the college planning process.

Bellaire High School’'s 2007 semifinalists are:



Neal Bennett, Jason Berkowitz, Meg Bevilacqua, Edwiiegert, Anish Borkar, Arnav

Chakravarty, Willis Chambers, Jonathan Chang, Midotaigen, Calvin Dotsey, Lisa
Felberg, Sara Fisher, Benjamin Garmezy, Christieeb@de, Anand Habib, Faye Han,
Leslie Huang, Cynthia Judson, Daniil Kabotyansknria Kleinworth, Tessia Lamison,
Yan Largman, Hope Lee, Mengwen Li, Yinghua Li, Gline Lu, Yanran Lu, Courtney
Meason, Jorgen Nelson, Andrew Nepomuceno, Kimkdirhaus, Michael Nock, Erika

O’Conor, Michael Pan, Bridget Pelanne, Linda PhiBrgndon Plost, Kyung Hyun Seo,
Andrew Shen, Sarayu Sundar, Jeremy Tanner, Shasbragd, Emma Treadway, Chen-
Ling Tsai, Ziyue Wang, Ang Wei, Chloe Wood, Catheriwu, Anna Xu, Fei Yang,

Jessica Zhao, Yin Zhou

The National Merit Corporation also recognizes &hsidents across the country who
made higher than a score of 203 on the PSAT. Taesthe Commended Scholars.

Bellaire High School commended scholars:

Umar Alam, Marc Alexander, Gabriella Arroyo, Erehitia, Evan Bookstaff, Gregory
Bradshaw, Kieu-Thu Bui, Jen-Hao Chen, Brett Coopah-Khoi Dang, Kelly Diehl,
Xinxin Feng, Nicholas Garbarino, Adam Garmezy, Li@di, Daniel Gwen, Elizabeth
Hayes, Gustavo Herrera, Hakeem Hindi, Daniel HynBaigan Jones, Anna Kuntz,
Khillip Kwon, Laura Lambert, Christina Lenert, Dangng Li, Jessica Liang, Huimiao
Lin, Youh-Chian Lin, Jasper Lu, Jacob Lynn, Kee@dBrien, llana Osadchey, Qian
Qin, Nicole Rice, Stacy Roberts, Emily Roth, Dafmetthenberg, Aaron Ru, Kirsten
Salyer, Alison Schultz, Ofer Shouval, Cynthia T€aven Wang, Jocelyn Wedelich,
Alexander Wei, Katherine Welch, Siyan Wen, Miché&ghsten, Katherine Wright, Ming
Wu, Myra Yang, You You, Bin Zhao, Jue Zhou

NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT SCHOLARS

Bellaire High School students Hope Carter and das3riakhi were named National
Achievement Semifinalists by the National Merit @am. The National Achievement
Scholarship Program is an academic competitiorbksteed in 1964 to provide
recognition for outstanding African American higthseol students. The 1600
semifinalists chosen nationwide from students tgkite PSAT exam will compete for
scholarships to be awarded in the spring.

NATIONAL HISPANIC SCHOLARS

The National Hispanic Recognition Program has reizagl six Bellaire High School
seniors as 2006 — 07 National Hispanic Scholarbri€lé&a Arroyo, Jorge Bustamente,
Jamie Crawford, Gustavo Herrera, Joshua Sinuk,Jasd Zuniga. Katrina Ramirez-
Meyers was selected as an Honorable Mention Finalise awards are based on a
combination of the students’ 2005 PSAT test scargsgrade point averages.



SAT SCORES SURPASS NATIONAL AVERAGES

The Bellaire High School class of 2006 outperforrheth the state of Texas and the
nation in all three areas of the SAT, the Schatasfititude Test. While Bellaire’s scores
moved slightly downward from 2005, mirroring theioaal trend, the critical reading
(formerly verbal) and mathematics scores measuradiderably higher than the national
scores. Last year’s seniors posted an aves@gen the critical reading portion of the
exam (out of a possible 800), compared BB across the nation a®1in Texas. In
math, Bellaire’s students earne8&v average, against tld 8 national average and the
506 state average. In the new writing section, Bedlacored an average %66 while the
national average wak97. For the state of Texas, writing averag@d. The percentage
of graduating seniors at Bellaire who took the,tést participation rate, w&9.7% in
2006, up fronB8.8% in 2005. Nationally, the participation rate wk9, below the
Texas rate 052%. Texas ranks 22 out of the 50 states and the District of Colunibia
participation rate.

RUSSIAN STUDENT WINS NATIONAL PRIZE

Alicia Lau has been named Bellaire High School's RusSilarLaureate for 2006 by
the American Council of Teachers of Russian (ACTRundreds of high schools
nominated their top students for the Laureate awatationally, 62 students were chosen
by the ACTR. Alicia, a junior, is co-presidenttbe Russian Club and president of the
Slavic National Honor Society at Bellaire High SohoShe is currently a student in
fifth-year Russian. Her extra-curricular activ@timclude the debate team, the National
Honor Society, piano and violin.

HAYDEN ASKEW REELS IN $20K
SCHOLARSHIP

Hayden Askew, a junior at BHS, won a college satsbiig
worth $20,000 for catching an 8-pound 13-ounce ldpddrout
in the annual Coastal Conservation AssociatioreSiaTexas
Anglers Rodeo fishing tournament, which runs froranvbrial
Day through Labor Day along the Gulf Coast. Haydemo has
been fishing since he was 5 or 6 years old, watemvater
four or five days a week this summer in searchefprize.
More than $1 million in prizes are given to yourgstand
adults each year in STAR, with this year's winnensging

from 8 - 79 years old.




BHS ART DEPARTMENT ENJOYS NEW DISPLAY SPACE

The Art Department at Bellaire High
School has turned a second floor
hallway and a portion of a third floor
hallway into an Art Exhibition
corridor. Last year, the Bellaire PTO
funded the purchase of ten new
cabinets for the display of student art
The cabinets, which meet strict safet
codes for size and thickness of glass,
were installed during the summer
vacation.

Space has always been at a premiu
Bellaire High School, and there was

never enough room to display the outstanding wotke students. The hallways near

the art rooms lost their original cabinets during last school renovation. Since 1993, the
Art Department, which instructs about 600 studemas, had two cabinets on the first
floor.

Art teachers Jo Zider and Mary Rogers are ecstis. Zider, who has taught at BHS
for 17 years, says the display cases will allowffequent updating of the award winning
works coming out of our art program as well as steming as many examples as
possible of all students’ work. The displays Wwélp the students to know the potential
quality that high school students can achieve.

FLOATING ART COMPETITION

Three Bellaire High School sculpture students,
senior Raquel Pereira, and juniors Leslie Solis
and Rebecca Dodson, had pieces accepted in the
Bayou City Arts Festival Floating Sculpture
Competition. “Art on the Water” was held on
Thursday, October 12 at the City Hall

Reflection Pool at Hermann Square. This year’s
theme wadime and Space




ART HISTORY CLASSES TOUR EGYPTIAN EXHIBIT

The Art History classes of Chris Smith traveledrtwt Worth on September 22 to see the
important exhibition of Egyptian art, “Hatshepsudt,the Kimball Fine Art Museum.

The class also toured the Museum of Modern Art agamied by Professor Mark
Thistlethwaite, chairman of the art history depamiat Texas Christian University.

REGION ORCHESTRA INCLUDES 24 BELLAIRE STRINGS

Twenty-four Bellaire High School Orchestra memhgos spots in the Region 23
Symphony and Philharmonic Orchestras at the audd@ioSaturday, September 30.
Region orchestra members are: Chris
Anderson, Terry Huang, Vicky Fan,
Sarayu Sundar, Amber Au, Michael
Wong, Cassie Pan, Steve Xu, Hope Lee,
Dennis Qian, Emma Treadway, Tanya
Chen, Judy Sun, Anna Xu, Lumeng Li,
Young Xu, Kavitha Krishnan, Andrew
Nepomuceno, Laurence Nguyen, Jeremyigs
Yang, Kaili Zhang, Henry Zhan, Kevin
Zhao, and Matthew Anderson.




DIWALI - FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Bellaire High School’s Hindi department and its
clubs presented the “l&nnual Diwali, or Festival
of Lights, celebration on Saturday, October the
14" . The program included traditional dance
performances by Bellaire’s Hindi department and
other area high school students. After the
performances everyone enjoyed folk dancing, or
Dandiya, and delicious Indian food.

GERMAN LUNCHEON

The annual German Luncheon was held October 12
in the multipurpose room. After a savory German
buffet catered by Rudi Lechner’s restaurant,
German dancing lifted the spirits of all luncheon-
goers.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS AT BELLAIRE

The American Field Service (AFS) club at BellairgiSchool welcomed six students
who will be spending the academic year at BHS. The

students are Verena (Germany), Hilal (Turkey), June

(Thailand), Rasmus (Denmark), Laura (ltaly), and

Julio (Paraguay). Verena is in Houston on a North

West Student Exchange. Hilal and Rasmus are

Rotary Exchange students. June, Laura, and Jdio a

AFS Exchange students.



PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY

Principal Tim Salem welcomed KPRC Channel 2
General Manager Larry Blackerby as the Principal
for a Day on October 17. The annual event was
sponsored by Capital One. Mr. Blackerby toured
the school, visited classrooms, and chatted with
the media tech students. The program offers
community leaders a chance to see the workings
of a local school from the inside.

Subscription information: If you are a parent or community member and wasteceive
“Bellaire High School Today” directly to your computer, please send an e-mail to
Nancy Brown ahbrown6@houstonisd.omgith Subscribe newslettén the subject line.




