
IB Math HL        Name: _______________________ 

First Day Assignment      Date:  ________________ 

 

___ IB Math HL textbook checked out from the BHS bookroom. 
 
___ Read the IB Math HL Course Guide on my website (www.bellaire.org/mazzoni). 
 Please email Mr. Mazzoni any questions you have about the Course Guide by  

Friday, August 29.  You are responsible for all of the information provided in this  
document, so please read it carefully. 
 

___ Graphing calculator (preferably a TI-83 or TI-84) 
Have your own or get the check-out form signed and returned to me ASAP. 

 Go to www.bellaire.org/mazzoni/calc.pdf to download the calculator check-out form. 
 
___ Register for the IB Math HL online forum at www.picavulpes.net/forum.  
 
___ Choose an assigned seat on Tuesday, August 26. 
 Please let me know if you later discover that the seat you have selected is problematic.  
 
___ Read textbook pages 1-15 and answer the following questions: 

1. Why is studying mathematics important for your generation? 

2. Explain the differences between an axiom and a theorem. 

3. State examples of careers involving pure math, applied math, or both.  Are you 

considering a career involving math?  In what capacity? 

4. Write any questions you have about the Rules of Inference or Proof by Exhaustion. 

5. Page 7 is copied on the back of this sheet.  Write on the copy to help you understand 

this “picture proof.” 

6. Write any questions you have about Proof by Contradiction. 

7. Explain Russell’s Paradox in your own words. 

8. The text uses the library card catalog as an analogy for Russell’s Paradox, try to think 

of another. 

9. Write any additional questions or comments from this reading. 

10. Remind me during class and I can show you my amazing bowline demonstration and 

my surreptitious dedication to Russell’s Paradox. 

Be prepared to discuss your responses tomorrow during class. 



 

 


